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Language permeates every aspect of our life — cognitive, social, economic, and political. |

n this course, we will explore language as a fundamental aspect of human cognition. How
does language affect thought processes? How does language relate to the mental capaciti
es that people have? How do we process language? Are there areas of the brain specializ
ed for language? How do we learn language as a child? Is this process different from learn
ing language as an adult? What are the different accents in English? How is language use
d in everyday conversation?

This course will introduce you to the complexity and creativity of the acquisition and use of
language. Just like breathing, producing and understanding speech is a natural activity tha
t we engage in daily, with litle conscious awareness or effort. In this course, we will stud
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y the processes that underlie this ability. The more you understand about language, how it
is learned, and how it is processed, the more you understand yourself
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